
 Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4 February, 2013

Between 7.30pm and 9.10pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne – Chair 
Val Corbett – Vice Chair

Cheryl Austin 
Sarah Robson

Gary Satchwell

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk Lt Col Macgregor-Smith David Coulter (Courant)
21 Parishioners 

1. Apologies for absence
There were no apologies 

2. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the 
Chair.

3. EDF Compensation payment
The Chair read out a statement regarding the history and progress of the EDF compensation payment and 
proposed pedestrian crossing in the village. There then followed a Q&A session. The main points covered 
were

Mr Maughan asked where will the crossing be located, type and the cost of maintenance. The Chair responded 
saying it is most likely it would be located at the bottom of Dennis Lane, be push button and that NCC would 
maintain it.

Ms Bland asked what other traffic calming been considered. The Chair advised that chicane and other traffic 
calming are still a possibility but that the crossing was the first step.

The possibility of school buses picking up on the Working Men’s Club car park was raised.  It was agreed as it 
is private land the club would need to be approached however it was noted the car park surface had 
deteriorated when buses previously turned there. Also there was belief that the road down Brierley Gardens 
was too narrow for buses.

The Chair raised the matter that there was a possibility of Otterburn being able to trial an average speed 
camera and it was agreed the Clerk would contact Stefan Bell at NCC for an update on this matter.

The topic moved on to compensation payment for the play area. It was agreed a committee should be formed 
to identify most appropriate use of the funds as well as looking at other ways to raise funds.

The Chair also advised there was work in progress regarding the RTC where EDF compensation would 
possibly me made available dependant on certain conditions. It was reported that the RTC should soon benefit 
from £50,000 funding that would towards securing the roof.

The Chair advised that the EDF Community fund would exist for the next 20 years and be available for 
applications for amounts between £250 and £5,000.  The Chair asked if there were any more comments 
/questions

Otterburn Camp – Update
Whilst not on the agenda Lt Col Macgregor-Smith from Otterburn Camp attended the meeting and the Chair 
invited him to speak.  He reported that over the next few weeks there would be some extensive exercises with 
firing up to and possibly beyond midnight. There would also be large exercises in May, June and September. 
He thanked the community for the ongoing support towards the Otterburn Camps before taking questions.

He confirmed that the relationship with NNPA was a good working one that yes sometimes had it challenges 
but majority of time was positive. He admitted firing did go on late but needed to, to replicate battle 
procedures. He also advised he would look into the possibility of having an open day at the Camp.

4. Matters arising
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a) item 3a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. The Chair 
confirmed that the NCC had reported funding of £15,000 towards the traffic crossing on the paperwork 
supporting the next Area West Committee meeting. None of the Cllrs would be available to attend the meeting 
on 12 February and it was agreed the Clerk would update Cllr John Riddle. 

b) item 3f: Superfast Broadband in Otterburn: Cllrs Robson gave an update on the progress of registration for 
superfast broadband. It was hoped the required % would be achieved within the next couple of weeks.

5. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for December, 2012 & January, 2013: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was 
agreed.

6. Planning
a) 12/03536/FUL: Single-storey ‘Woodland View’ sunroom extension to existing holiday cottage, Rosewood Cottage,  
Otterburn, NE19 1JX: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.

7. New Business
a) Village tidy up: The Clerk reported that Saturday 23 March had been set for this year’s event. Those wishing 
to assist at the event and tidy the village should contact the Clerk. Equipment would be provided for those that 
didn’t have any. 

b) Bottle Bank: It was reported that further tin cans and plastic bags had been found in the Bottle bank behind 
the Memorial Hall despite various communications and posters advising people not to. 

c) Dog fouling in the village: It was agreed by all attending that a small number of people were not tidying up after 
their dogs waste.  There were a number of areas in the village that were particularly bad at present.  The NCC 
reporting line was shared and it was agreed those who did not clear up after their dogs should be reported. 
The Clerk advised that the NCC Dog Warden would visit the village soon.

d) Damage to the toilets: The Chair provided an update on the damage caused to the toilets and the police 
progress in the investigation. Whilst it appears police are aware of names of those that may have been 
responsible, anyone who witnessed the vandalism is asked to contact the police with details.  Meantime it is 
currently unsure whether the NCC would repair the damage and re-open the toilets.

e) Local fuel thefts: The Clerk highlighted details from a recent police report

f) Anti-social behaviour in the village: The Chair highlighted a number of incidents that seemed to stem from a 
small number of individuals in the village. The Chair reported that his own car had been hit with snowballs 
with stones in them whilst driving through the village. PC Helen Spencer had been made aware of the details 
of the events, given descriptions and was investigating the matters.  Whilst it was agreed there was little for 
youngsters to do in the village and consideration should be given to resolve this there was still no excuse for 
such behaviour.

g) Redesdale Community meeting: The Chair provided a brief overall of the initial meeting on 14 January. He 
advised that there were initially four separate projects including a community newsletter that people were 
working on. More volunteers were welcomed including at the RTC.

h) Bridge over the burn along main road: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. It was also agreed to see what 
could be done regarding the silting up of the burn in one of the arches of the bridge.

i) Photocopier: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.

j) Resignation of Cllr Emerson: The Chair paid tribute to the long standing contribution to the local community by 
Cllr Emerson as well as his wife during the many years in the village. Whilst sad it his resignation was accepted 
given the circumstances and it was hoped later appropriate recognition could be given to his time as a Cllr.

k) Date of April and May Parish Council Meetings: It was agreed the Clerk would email options to the Cllrs

8. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council

9. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on 
Monday, 4 March, 2013 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall. 
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